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ArtHelps Contacts 
Connie Isbell (connie@monmoutharts.org)
Membership & Community Engagement Director / ArtHelps Grants Manager

Teresa Staub (teresa@monmoutharts.org)
Executive Director, Monmouth Arts  

Karen Lanning (karen@monmoutharts.org)
Finance Manager, Monmouth Arts
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http://www.monmoutharts.org
http://www.monmoutharts.org/art-helps-grants
http://www.monmoutharts.org/resources


How are ArtHelps 
Grants Funded?
By the New Jersey State Council on the 
Arts (NJSCA) to provide the residents of 
the state access to quality arts experiences 
in their communities, making the arts an 
integral part of people’s lives. 

Monmouth Arts is the official regranting 
agency of NJSCA funds in Monmouth  
County. 
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Monmouth Arts grants are made possible by, 
and contingent upon, funding from NJSCA 
each year. 

In 2020, Monmouth Arts had a total of $95,000 to award to 
three-year grants, one-year grants, and mini grants. Although 
awards from NJSCA are typically announced in June, the timing 
of funding announcements may be delayed this year.
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Who is Eligible?
Monmouth County nonprofit arts 
organizations and community groups that 
provide quality arts events that are artistically 
excellent, accessible to a wide range of 
residents, and beneficial to the public.
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What are the types of ArtHelps grants?
General Operating Support
General Program Support
Special Project
Technical Assistance

*require a simpler application; funding limits

Small Scale Activity *
Mini Grants *
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Eligible
Personnel, artistic fees, space or 
other rental costs, materials and 
supplies, volunteer stipends, 
intern stipends, marketing and 
promotion, consultant fees, legal 
fees for rights to production, 
insurance

Eligible vs Non-Eligible Costs
Non-Eligible
Capital improvements, 
acquisitions, renovations, 
hospitality costs, foreign travel, 
deficit reduction, scholarship 
funds, fellowships, programs in 
educational or religious 
institutions not open to the 
public at large, fundraising 
events, sponsorships
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“How is Monmouth Arts 
responding to the COVID-19 

crisis as it relates to the 
ArtHelps grant program?
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We realize this is a difficult 
time for arts groups and 
cultural organizations. 
We’re doing our best to 
make things easier for our 
current regrantees and for 
FY 2021 applicants!
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Adjustments to Current Grants
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Monmouth Arts is working with NJSCA and is 
making every effort to support FY 2020 regrantees 
as organizations work to adapt and/or reschedule 
programming during this challenging time. More 
specifics will be communicated to regrantees, and 
one-on-one consultations will be scheduled as 
needed. 



Modifications to FY 2021 Grants
◦ Deadline extended to July 6, 2020 
◦ Applications and materials will be 

submitted online (no printed materials)
◦ Matching requirements have been 

removed for all FY 2021 grants
◦ Application requirements have been 

simplified: we’ve removed some questions 
and reduced the amount of supporting 
materials required. 
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Unknowns and questions...
How long will the crisis last? 

How will it affect funding for arts groups?

What are the long-term effects of loss of income?
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...but we are moving forward
Providing resources and workshops 

Advocating for additional funds for arts groups

Making FY 2021 guidelines and applications available
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The Application 
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● ArtHelps Local Arts Grant 
Application Form (online Google 
Form)

● Activities Chart (attachment)
● Finance Chart  or Project Budget 

(attachment)
● ADA Accessibility Checklist 

(attachment)
● Brief bios of professional artists 

core to the program/project/event 
(attachment)

● Audited financial statements for 
organizations with gross receipts 
over $500,000 or Internal Financial    
 Statement for smaller organizations 
(attachment)

What makes a complete application?
● One example of a brochure or 

program with required funding 
statement/logos if the 
organization received funding in 
2018 or 2019 (attachment)

● Strategic Plan for General 
Operating Support or General 
Program Support applicants 
(attachment)

● Work samples by discipline 
(attachments)
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“What about organizations 
currently receiving FY 2020 

grant funds?
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Options for Current Regrantees

◦ Full Application for groups with fewer than 
three years of funding

◦ Streamlined Application for groups with 
three or more years of successful funding

◦ Request for Funding Proposal for current 
Three-Year Grantees 
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“What if my organization has 
never received an ArtHelps 

grant? What are my chances of 
receiving funding?
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New applicants and previous 
regrantees  have an equal chance of 
receiving funding. There are three 
options for first-time applicants.

◦ Full Application for GOS, GPS, SP, and TA
◦ Application for SSA grant (always simpler)
◦ Mini Grant (on hold until July 2020)
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Please note:
● Link to online applications will be provided to 

organizations upon request.
● No printed materials will be accepted.
● Deadline is July 6, 2020.
● Incomplete applications will not be accepted… use the 

checklist provided.
● Funding and decisions about funding may be delayed.
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ADA Checklist
The ADA Checklist provided by NJSCA can be 
downloaded from our website. It protects your 
organization and is an important requirement of 
your ArtHelps application. It’s also a valuable tool 
for assessing your organization’s accessibility 
efforts and challenges.   
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Finances and Budgets 
GOS applicants should complete and submit 
the Finance Chart and In-Kind Contributions 
Chart (excel format); other applicants should 
complete and submit the Project Budget. 
Please register for our workshop on 
Developing Budgets & Managing In-Kind 
Donations on May 6.



Supporting Materials
All material files should be labeled with organization 
name and title of file before they are attached or 
uploaded. For example, our ADA Accessibility 
Checklist would be labeled MonmouthArts_ADA 
and a brochure sample would be labeled 
MonmouthArts_Exhibit Brochure.

24



A few more tips:
● Write your application as though someone who doesn’t know your group is 

reading it (that’s likely going to be the case). 
● Draft your application on the sample form, then copy and paste into the 

online form.
● It’s fine to say in your narrative that you are working on something or 

struggling with an issue.
● Designate one person to be the lead on an application if it’s a team effort; 

this can prevent mistakes and inconsistencies. 
● Proofread… and have someone else proofread, too.
● Make sure work samples are of good quality.
● Give yourself extra time to adjust to the online system.

25



After the Application
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FY 2021 Timeline *
Application Deadline 
Notification of Successful Award 
Contract Returned 
Grant Period
1st 80% payment sent
Interim Reports Due 
2nd payment of 10% sent
Final Reports Due
Final payment of 10% sent

July 6, 2020

September 2020 

October 2020

January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021  

February 2021

July 2021

Once funds are received from NJSCA

January 2022

Once funds are received from NJSCA

*Subject to change. Funding and decisions about funding may be delayed.
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Evaluation Methods
Monmouth Arts appoints a highly qualified panel of 
artists, arts administrators and nonprofit experts to 
evaluate applications with the Board of Trustees 
making the final approvals. Applications are evaluated 
on artistic excellence and organizational capacity 
including public benefit, accessibility of the 
organization, program, project, or event as well as the 
applicant’s overall accountability.



Reporting Requirements
● Contract
● Interim Report
● Final Report

Grant Management
Publicity Agreement
● Funding Statement with logos
● Monmouth Arts ad included in 

programs over 8 pages
● Funding poster at events
● Submit high resolution images for use 

in Monmouth Arts publicity materials
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Next Steps:
● Review the complete guidelines and sample applications at 

www.monmoutharts.org/art-helps-grants
● Contact us if you have questions about the applications or 

the application process.
● Gather the materials and organizational support you’ll need 

to submit the application.
● Email Connie Isbell at connie@monmoutharts.org to request 

a link to the online application and required forms.
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Please sign 
up for our 
other online 
workshops…
FREE!
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Place your screenshot here

32

Online Resources

Please refer to the 
ArtHelps Grants page 
on our website for 
complete guidelines, 
sample applications, 
forms, and more 
information.

www.monmoutharts.org/art-helps-grants

http://www.monmoutharts.org/art-helps-grants


Questions? 
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1. Can an organization submit more than one different type of grant application? 
Organizations are limited to one grant application. The exception would be an organization 
that applies for a Mini Grant for the current year may also apply for a larger grant for the 
next fiscal year.

2. Will the applications be available on the website as in past years? Sample applications 
will be available on the website (those can be used as reference and working drafts), but 
interested organizations must request a link to the online application.

3. Is there any benefit to applying for a grant that involves a collaboration with another 
organization?  Collaborative efforts can strengthen an application, but one organization 
must serve as the applicant and the regrantee.    
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4. If part of the programming for FY 2020 is rescheduled for FY 2021 can an organization 
apply for a grant for the difference of what was received in FY 2020?  The guidelines for 
managing grants during the COVID-19 crisis recommend that organizations make every 
effort to to fulfill the spirit of the application by carrying out programming virtually, 
adjusting the project, or rescheduling it for a later time in FY 2020. Funded activities may 
not be carried over to FY 2021; that would be a separate application. 

5. What types of arts groups are funded by the program? A wide range of programs and 
projects are supported: visual arts, film and music festivals, theater, choral groups, 
instrumental music, and dance. A full list of the current year regrantees is on our website.



Email us additional questions 

Connie Isbell (connie@monmoutharts.org)
Director of Membership & Community Engagement /ArtHelps Grants Manager

Teresa Staub (teresa@monmoutharts.org)
Executive Director, Monmouth Arts  

Karen Lanning (karen@monmoutharts.org)
Finance Manager, Monmouth Arts

36



37

Thank you!

A SlidesCarnival Presentation


